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DOCTRINE, @c. 


MMW HEN a young Man firſt 
enters the Stage of Life in 

— the Character of a diſſent- 

ing Miniſter, he is apt to 
XW flatter himſelf with high- 
flown Notions of Liberty, and the Rights 


of private Judgment; is taught to think 
himſelf free from the Shackles impoſed 


upon other Men's Conſciences; and thus 
buoyed up by an imaginary Privilege of 
Freedom in Sentiment, thinks himſelf au- 
thorized to criticiſe and cenſure the Opi- 
nions of wiſer Heads calls the Conduct 
of his Superiors to Account upon every 
frivolous Occaſion-=-paſles definitive Sen- 
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tence upon it if it does not exactly eom- 

rt with his Ideas, and diſcovers to every 
one capable of making the Obſervation, 
an over-weening Conceit of his own A- 
bilities, with the miſerable Productions 
of a premature Underſtanding. 

Upon ſuch Conſiderations, and in theſe 
Circumſtances, he is eaſily induced to be- 
lieve, that if chargeable with no material 
Offence, he can be liable to no Blame 
that nothing more is neceſſary to Accept- 
ance, than to perform his Duty in a to- 


lerable Manner---or ſhould he excel, he 


apprehends the Rewards due to Merit, 
though comparatively ſmall among. Diſ- 
ſenters, will fall to his Share, and that all 
due Applauſe will be paid to the Ingeni- 
ous, and to every one who manifeſts any 
Superiority in Learning, Piety, Judgment, 
or Invention, 

But when ſuch an one comes to be 
better acquainted with the Manners of 
Men, he perceives that theſe fine Ideas 
are viſionary, and nothing better than the 
Phantoms of Imagination: He ſees him- 


- ſelf in the fick Man's Caſe at the Pool of 


Betheſda; and that, let his Parts and Piety 


be what they will, a Friend or an Ac- 
quaintance 


1 


aintance is to be preferred before him 


That Religion, Literature, a clear Under 
ſtanding, and good Senſe, are not a 
Match for the Intereſts, Affections, Ap- 
petites, Paſſions, Prejudices, and Connec- 
tions of Mankind--- That Men will blame 
without a Fault, and be diſſatisfied with- 
out Reaſon----That their Diſpleaſure is 
many Times derived not from any Thing 
amiſs in a Man's Doctrine or Practice, 
but a Conſequence from the Cauſe of 
 =-=-Whim, and the Maggots of corrupted 
Texts---- That the Debate againſt Eſta- 
bliſhments and Articles of Faith, pro- 
ceeds oftener from ill Nature and the 
Love of Pre-eminence, than from a fin- 
cere Enquiry after Truth---That when 
ſome Diſſenters enjoy a full and inviolable 
Toleration, they will quarrel with---their 
Finger-ends; and that nothing will ſatis- 
fy ſuch turbulent and factious Spirits but 
--- Anarchy and Confuſion; as is evident 
when they diſmiſs their Miniſters, (or, if 
that cannot be done, themſelves from 
public Worſhip) confeſſedly without Cauſe, 
while other Diſſentets who call themſelves 
rational and ſenſible, countenance their 
Proceedings, and ſome of thoſe who ma- 
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nage the Funds, not only refuſe to aſſiſt an 
injured Miniſter, but to give him what is 
due to his Labours already performed ; 
which is ſo far from being honourable, 
that it is not conſiſtent with common Juſ- 
tice, much leſs with Scripture, which 
expreſly ſays, Thou ſhalt not muzzle the 
Mouth of the Ox which treadeth out the 
Corn, and the Labourer is worthy of his 
Hire,.--And what can a Miniſter expect 
upon a Repreſentation of his Caſe? 
Why---an affected Silence---a wrangling 
Anſwer, or perhaps---a full and abſolute 
Declaration that he has mo Right to com- 
plain, and that his Antagoniſt has @ Right 
to have the laſt Ward. 

How many Miniſters have I known 
treated in a moſt unchtiſtian Manner by 
ſuch fyrannical Humouriſts! and indeed 
what can be a more lively Picture of the 
infernal Regions, than a Number of Men 
crowded together, brim full of Malevo- 
lence, without Law or Government.--- 
The few righteous Perſons among diſ- 
lenting Socicties, (while any ſuch te- 
main) may ſhelter them for a Time; or 
even natural Affection, Morality, and 
Numbers may, by their ſlender Ties, * 

| tne 


(4 2 


the Aſſiſtance of Flattery, hold them to- 
gether for a little while; but methinks I 
can perceive ſome who are almoſt ripe for 
the fame Deſtruction, and whoſe latter 
End will be Diſſipation and Diſſolution! 
A Tradeſman looks upon his Charace 
ter as ſacred: If you ſay, and much more 
if you write the leaſt Thing to hurt him 
in the Opinion of his Correſpondents, he 
is ready to anſwer your Charge with an 
Action of Defamation: But if a Miniſter, 
(whoſe Character is much more ſacred 
than that of a Manufacturer) happens to 
diſpleaſe, right or wrong, with Cauſe or 
without it, Reaſon or no Reaſon, his 
Character is direQly torn to Pieces by 
defamatory Letters, and theſe very Men, 
who are ſo tender of their own Reputa- 
tion, think they have a natural Right 
to ſay any Thing of a Miniſter which 
their private Judgment ditects; and what 
is worſe, ſome of thoſe to whom they 
apply, will ſooner believe a Layman than 
a Miniſter, and a bad Report than a good 
one. If this be not the higheſt Pitch of 
arbitrary Power, produced by Principles 
of unreſtrained Liberty, "tis hard to tell 
what is ſo, and all I have to ſay to you, 
Reverend 


68) 
Reverend Sirs, is, that you may paſſibi 


never experience the like, but that you 
are every Day liable to it. Glorious Pri- 
vilege indeed l- Liberty with a Witneſs! 
A Liberty to enſlave you, both in Regard 
to Mind and Maintenance; which, to 
Men of a generous Turn, muſt be a Bon- 
dage almoſt, if not altogether as cruel, 
as Negroes experience on the Coaſt of 
Africa !---Your Characters depend upon 
the Breath of Infatuation, and you have 
no better Security for a Livelihood, than 
what is lodged in the Breaſt of every filly 
Fellow, who may eafily raiſe a Combi- 
nation againſt you ad libitum and deprive 
both you and your Families of Suſtenance, 
---A diſſenting Miniſter who has no pri- 
vate or independent Fortune, is, in my 
Eſtimation, the moſt miſerable of all 
Men. He may be ſentenced to Beggary, 
or to Priſon, and his Family to the Pariſh, 
if he has no other Reſource, at the Nod 
of every impertinent Scoundrel who takes 
it in his Head to be offended at him; 
and unleſs he crouches to their bigh Migh- 
tineſſes, with much leſs Reaſon than the 
Houſe of Eli did to the Prieſt of old, 


and begs to be put into, or continued in 
| Office, 
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Office, that he may eat a Piece of Bread, 
(though God knows it is generally dry 
enough) he is ſoon excepted againſt, or 
kicked out of the Congregation, and ſent 
a grazing where he can find Paſture, For 
if a Society happen to quarrel with their 
Preacher, though'it be for Things of no 
more Conſequence than galloping a Cat, 
practiſing Muſick, preaching a Sermon 
againſt Oppreſſion, or riding in Leather 
Breeches; though his Doctrine be ever ſo 
ſound and good, his Abilities unqueſtioned, 
and his moral Conduct irreproachable, tis 
only withdrawing their Subſcriptions, and 
writing circular Letters to the Gentlemen 
of the Funds, who upon hearing one 
Side of the Queſtion, (provided the So- 
ciety is Plaintiff) will ſometimes with- 
draw thoſe Succours, which are abſolutely 
neceſſary to a Miniſter's Support. This, 
you muſt know, is done to avoid Miniſ- 
terial Impoſition; as a publick Manifeſto 
againſt the Ceremonies of the Cat and 
Fiddle, and againſt the leaſt Shadow of 
clerical Authority. Prieſt- craft can never 
be ſufficiently diſgraced, nor People - craft 
ever be over much defended -The former 
ſhould upon all Occaſions be put out of 
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Countenance, and the latter honoured 
with perpetual Exaltation and Applauſe. 
The common-place Arguments uſed 
when a Miniſter is thus diſhonourably 
diſmiſſed, without any Charge brought 
againſt his Doctrine or Conduct is; that 
let the Fault be imputed to whom it 
may; ſuppoſing the People ever ſo guilty, 
or the Miniſter ever ſo innocent, he ought 
to ſtudy the Peace of the Society, together 
with his own Uſefulneſs, and quietly 
withdraw. Peace of the Soctety!--Riſum 
tencatis Amici ?--- When a State Biſhop 
pleads for Peace, all are in Arms.--- Truth 
mult never be ſacrificed to it.---Truth 
and a good Conſcience are the fineſt 
Things in the World,--- Conſcience is ſa- 
cred--- Conſcience ought to be the Guide 
of every Man's Actions.--No Man has a 
Right to impoſe upon my Underſtanding, 
or diftate to my Judgment---But when 
Diſſenters utter the Word; if they iſſue 
out a Mandate for Peace, a Miniſter muſt 
ſacrifice not only his worldly Intereſt, but 
his Character and Reputation; his Reaſon, 
his Judgment, bis Underſtanding, his 
Conſcience, and every Thing valuable 
about him, to all the Caprice which can 


poſſi bly 
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poſſibly enter into the Heads of a Society 
of Pedlars or Plowmen, as it may acci- 
dentally happen. -Truth, Juſtice, and 
Chriſtianity, muſt give Way to, or be 
captivated by a falſe Peace; a Peace 
which is of no more intrinſic Excellence, 
than the Peace of thoſe who are Brethren 
in Iniquity: A Peace which never did, 
nor ever will produce any real Good; for 
if the Superſtructure of Peace be not 
founded in the Rock of Religion and 
Virtue, but in the ſhifting Sands of. Po- 
pularity and Prejudice, it will not ſtand 
when the Storms of angry Paſſion deſcend, 
when Diverfity of Opinions come in like 
a Flood, and the Winds of Intereſt blow 
from a different Quarter; then it will 
2ppear evident to all Men, that this fal/e 
Peace means nothing more than a Reſem- 
blance of the peaceable Behaviour of ſome 
ſpoiled Children, who are peaceful only 
while their Pettiſhneſs is gratified, but 
can bear no Contradiction in any Thing 
whatever---Pleaſe them, and they are as 
peaceful, though perhaps not ſo charitable, 
as you could wiſh---but tell them diſa- 
greeable Truths, inſiſt upon the Doftrines. 
which Reaſon and Chriſtianity require, 
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and they are filled with Fury and Re- 
ſentment; ſo that a Miniſter among 
People of this Stamp, (and God knows 
there are too many of them) is liable to 
be toſſed about like an eccleſiaſtical Foot- 
ball, from one Side of the Kingdom to 
another, and has not ſix Months Credit 
for abiding in one Situation. A goodly 
Tenure! Worthy and Reverend Sirs, if 
upon theſe inglorious Terms you are at 
Peace with your People, make much of 
your Time; don't flatter yourſelves that 
your Mountain ſtands ſtrong, and that 
you ſhall never be in Adverſity; becauſe 
while you think in your Hearts that you 
ſhall ſee no Sorrow, it may come upon 
you as a Snare, for no Man ſuſpects the 
Day and Hour in which ſudden Evil will 
abſolutely befal him: Know for certain, 
that you muſt cringe and fawn to the 
higheſt Pitch of Adulation, if you can 
long keep off this epidemical Diſtemper. 
Perhaps, indeed, it may not for a conſi- 
derable Time arrive at its Criſis, or by 
the above-mentioned Meaſure you may 
totally eſcape the laſt Stages of it; but 
you will every now and then feel the 


Symptoms, and be alarmed by frequent, 
though 
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though ſecret Twitches, occaſioned by 
theſe. latent Seeds of your eccleſiaſtical 
Mortality, Never ſuppoſe that you have 
got your Freedom, that you enjoy natural 
Rights, and the Conſequence of an Exe- 
cution of private Fudgment, or that you 
taſte the Nectar of Liberty more than 
your Neighbours; for I am neither afraid 


nor aſhamed to pronounce, that you are 


under the moſt abſolute Inpoſition and 
Tyranny; for what can be more tytanni- 
cal, than to be entirely ſubjected to the 
Caprice of your Auditors, and many 


Times under the Alternative of being ei- 


ther falſe or offenſive? Falſe to Truth for 
the Sake of Peace, or liable to ſuffer the 
vindictive Conſequence of offending your 
People. Many, I doubt not, are ſenſible 
in ſome Degree of this Bondage; but a 
miſtaken Notion, that of two Evils the 
leaſt is eligible, keeps them reſigned,--- 
Now if Men of fierce and fiery Spirits 
can act an unreaſonable Part in one In- 
ſtance, why not in another? If they can 
bring you into Subjection to gratify a 
proud and infolent Humour, and openly 
eſpouſe the Sentiment, (though they may 
ſometimes happen to be miſtaken) that 

every 
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every diſſenting Society has a Power to 
diſmiſs their Miniſters at Pleaſure, and 
may uſe coercive, not to ſay cauſeleſs and 
unjuſt Meaſures, to remove you from en- 
dowed Places, where the Benefactions are 
none of their own, and where they were 
perhaps beſtowed as an Approbation of 
your Miniſtry, and it may be of many 
Years Miniſtry: I fay, if People have 
Aſſurance enough to do this, you cer- 
tainly have a Right to queſtion, whether 
you have not by little occult Arts been 
wheedled to countenance Principles, which 
tend to bring you into this State of De- 
pendence, and to introduce not only men- 
tal Slavery, but to put the diſpoſal of e- 
very Miniſter's Perſon and Livelihood in 
their Power, as much in ſome Reſpects as 
is to be met with in India, and to lay you 
under heavier Reſtraints in Point of Con- 
ſcience, than are to be found in that 
Church which they exclaim ſo loudly a- 
gainſt. I do not charge the whole Body 
of Diſſenters; I diſtinguiſh the peaceable 
and well-diſpoſed, from the fierce and 
feery, ſo remarkably diſtinguiſhed in eccle- 
fiattical Hiſtory, I doubt not there are 
many of different Sentiments, I only 
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ſpeak that which I know, and teſtify 
what I have ſeen.- Had this abſolute Sub- 
miſſion been inſiſted on in one Congrega- 
tion, or two, or three; had it only been 
inſiſted on by country Peaſants, who are 
many of them ignorant of the true diſ- 
ſenting Principles, I ſhould have paſſed 
it in Silence, and thought it below me to 
notice any ſuch vulgar and incoherent O- 
pinions; but when I ſound it counte- 
nanced by ſome who call themſelves ra- 
tional and ſenſible, (and indeed Men from 
whom better Things might have been ex- 
peed) I was aſtoniſhed.---I court no 
Man's Favour, and I thank God I fear no 
Man's Diſpleaſure: Theſe are with me 
Things of Indifference. I eſteem a good 
Man in Proportion to his Worth, and a 
wiſe Man according to. his Knowledge: 
All the reſt is Trapping and Embroidery; 
and I conſider it in the ſame View with 
the Poet, who has pronounced it to be 
nothing more than Leather and Prunella, 
This abſolute Submiſſion, maintained by 
thoſe who call themſelves rational and 
ſenſible in this Part of the Country, is the 
ſame with that of paſive Obedience and 
Non -reſiſtance, ſo fiercely inculcated by 
Dr. 
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Dr. Sacbeverel, of furious Memory,---It 
is expected that every diſſenting Miniſter 
ſhould ſubmit peaceably and guietly to any 
Rules and Orders, however iniguitous and 
unjuſt, which the Majority (and ſometimes 
the Minority) of a diſſenting Audience 
think proper to enjoin, on Pain of loſing 
not extraordinary Favours and Super flute 
ties, but the very Neceflaries of Life. 
Can this he agreeable to generous Minds? 
Muſt not Men of this Character painfully 
reſent ſuch Uſage; though for prudential 
Reaſons they ſmother it in their Breaſts, 
and conceal their ' Reſentment, as thinking 
themſelves in a Situation incapable of Re- 
liet?---Do not many drag on an uncom- 
fortable Exiſtence from Year to Ycar 
through the whole of their Lives, purely 
upon Account of theſe Drfficulties and 
Diſccuragements, as they are ſometimes 
termed ?-- Difficulties and Diſcouragements 
indeed] When to the real ones are added 
all the fanciful Nonſenſe which can poſ- 
ſibly enter into the Brain of one, who 
makes himſelf the Compliment of a free 
Agent, and thinks himſelf authorized by 
the Right of private Judgment, to judge 
both for his Miniſter and himſelf, I muſt 
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confeſs, that if diſſenting Miniſters miſs 


of Heaven and Happineſs, they fin griev- 
ouſly againſt the Means of Grace, for 
they have every neceſſary Requiſite for a 
good Education in the School of Religion 
and Virtue, and particularly in the great 
Daties of Meekneſs and Patience, though 
no Thanks are due to their inhuman In- 
ſtructots, becauſe God only brings Good 
out of Evil---and I have the Satisfaction 
to ſee, that ſome of them improve in a 
greater or leſs Degree; and there is not 
perhaps a collective Body of Men in the 
Kingdom, which hath better Opportuni- 
ties for gaining an experimental Know- 
ledge of human Nature, and few Indi- 
viduals excel ſome of them in holineſs of 
Heart and Life; and ſorry I am to ſee 
Men of this Character liable to any diſ- 
honourable Reſtraints, which nothing but 
a ConjunQture of Circumſtances, prevents 
from being oftener put into Execution--= 
A Claim which neither the Laws of God 
nor Man countenance in the leaſt, and 
which is only a Bye-law formed among 
the Laity, and to which their Clergy, 
under a Pretence of conſcientious Liberty, 
are obliged to ſubmit; for a diſſenting 

Miniſter 
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Miniſter is under a Kind of Outlawry in 
ecclefiaſtical Affairs-- The Laws of his 
Country will indeed protect his Property 
as a Subject of the State, but there are a 
Number of Inſtances in which he is ex- 
poſed to all the Inconvenience and Miſ- 
chief of arbitrary Power, and Perſons of 
the ſame Denomination with himſelf have 
been known to plead his Dependence 
upon them, by Virtue of the ToLERA- 
ION ACT |--- Be aſtoniſhed O ye Heavens 
at this, and be ye horribly afraid!---The 
Habits and Ceremonies, at a Period ſo 
diſtant from the Reformation, would 
ſcarce of themſelves be a ſufficient Tye to 
our Intereſt: But whatever our private 
Principles may be, if we can inveigle and 
prevail upon you to give up the Doctrine 
of the Trinity, then, Sir, we have you 
faſt by the Conſcience, and like a Fiſh in 
a Net, the more you ſtruggle the more 
you are entangled, eſpecially if you have 
been drawn in to write any Thing pub- 
lickly and bitterly againſt eſtabliſhed Im- 
poſitions; for then, Sir, you cannot ho- 
nourably recede, but are obliged to abide 
by thoſe Notions which you have once 


inculcated; ſo that if you happen to diſ- 
pleaſe 
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pleaſe our high Mightineſſes, (which by 
the way is eaſily done) you may take the 
Conſequence, 7, e. be perſecuted to the 
End of the Chapter, Thus a Miniſter 
is abandoned by his pretended Friends, 
and left to the Mercy of thoſe whom he 
has, by being unwarily adviſed, provoked 
to be his Adverſaries,---For my own Part, 
was I in this unhappy Situation, I would 


immediately make a full Stop---ſeriouſly 


confider---and if I found that I had been 
ſo far wrought upon, as to make any 
Point of Doctrine a Matter of Conſcience, 
which was originally grounded, infuſed, or 
propagated upon political Principles, [ſhould 
entertain a ſhrewd Suſpicion that I had 
been egregiouſly duped, and ſhould think it 
no Diſhonour to draw back.--RetraCtations 
have frequently been made by the wiſeſt 
and beſt of Mankind; and though Im- 
poſition may be attended with Guilt, yet, 
as we are not infallible, we certainly incur 
no Guilt by having been artfully deluded, 
nor does it reflect any Shame in ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances upon good Chriſtians, (who 


are generally unſuſpicious in Proportion 


to their Innocence) to have been impoſed 
upon by the Stratagems of deſigning Men. 
C2 The 
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The Condition of a diflenting Minif- 
ter, eſpecially in the Decay of Life, is 
truly pitiable, and greatly to be lamented, 
It is at his Hearers Option to give him 
more or leſs, as he happens to hit their 
Humour; though it is oftener leſs than 
more let him behave ever ſo well, and his 
Stipend generally declines at beſt Account, 
in Proportion to his Faculties, He is ex- 
pected by many of them to live like an 
Angel, i. e. to maintain his Character un- 
tainted, and to ſubſiſt on Æther.-—- If he 
proves a Credit to his Profeſſion and lives 
comfortably, you may cut off ſome Part 
of your Subſcription, and put him to 
ſhort Allowance; or if thoſe of the mid- 
dle Sort contribute nothing, why, he does 
not want it, If he happens to be poor, 
(which is too frequently the Caſe) he is 
of all Men moſt deſpicable, is uſually 
made the Jeſt of the Company, and as 

uvenal ſays, becomes perfectly ridiculous, 
'The learned Pate in ſuch Circumſtances, 
ducks to the golden Fool; and ſuch a 
Man may be content with the Hog's 
Noſe, Ears, or Tail at Chriſimas, provi- 
ded he can get them.---It he maintains 


the Dignity of his Function, and reſents 
ſuch 
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ſuch Uſage, he is proud, haughty, and 


unconverſible, purely becauſe he will not 
tamely fit down under thoſe Afftonts, 
which unreaſonable Men think proper to 
put upon him: In ſhort, he is in an At- 
titude as ludicrous as the Man and his 
Aſs, for turn which Way he will and 
he's ſure to give Offence, 

It may perhaps be objected, that many 
ſeem eaſy and ſatisfied in their reſpective 
Congregations, and not to experience what 
is here aſſerted-«-I grant it To a ſuper- 
ficial Obſerver this appears to be the Caſe; 
but ſuch know not the Heart of a Stran- 
ger, There are ſome who ſcamper along 
in a deplorable Situation, who do not ap- 
fear outwardly to be ſo wretched, as is 
inwardly the Caſe, Appearance is often 
one Thing, and Reality another : But if 
every Individual hath a natural Right to 


take thoſe Liberties which his own pri- 


vate Tudgment may dictate, every Society 
likewiſe hath a Right to do it; and if a Mi- 
niſter be conſideted as the Servant of his 
People, thoſe who elect him upon arbi- 
trary Principles, may upon the ſame Prin- 
ciples dr/mi/s him at any Time; for as the 


Connexion between them was voluntary, 


their 


| 
| 
| 
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their Diffolution is the ſame, and they 
are under no Obligation on either Side to 
aſſign Cauſes to each other for their re- 
ſpective Conduct: But if a Miniſter be 
conſidered as a public and acknowledged 
Servant of Chriſt, who art thou who judg- 
eſt another Man's Servant; to his own 
Maſter be ſtands or falls; and nothing but 
Irreligion and Immorality, or Principles 
conducing thereto, which are the worſt 
Sort of Apoſtacy and Hereſy, can 15ſ ö 
fatto deprive a Man of his Orders, or give 6 
any Man or Body of Men ſufficient Au- q 
thority to diſmiſs a Labourer from the 
Lord's Vineyard, which is a material 
Point to be conſidered; for if Ordination 
implies no more than that you thereby 
become the Servants of your People, ab- 
folute Submiſſion as a Correlative is their 
Due, and they may put an End to your 
Commiſſion without Cauſe, as you are in 
that Caſe ordained only durante Benepla- 
cito; but if Ordination implies, that you 
In a public Capacity become the Servants 
of Chriſt, then the Doctrine of ab/olute 
Submiſſion is quaſhed, and cauſeleſs Diſ- 
miſſion falls to the Ground, for your Com- 
miſſion in this Caſe is to be taken from 

you 
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you by no other Laws than thoſe which 
Reaſon and Revelation preſcribe, and by 
no other Perſons than thoſe who are in- 
veſted with a lawful Power to ordain: 
However, if Preſbyters ordain, and after- 
wards other lay or preaching Preſbyters 
ſeparately or jointly, take upon them 
to depoſe a Miniſter, they cancel his Com- 
miſſion in Reſpect to themſelves, and 
oblige him to deſiſt, or if his Conſcience 
dictates otherwiſe, to accept of Orders in 
an eſpiſcopal Church; for the Claim of a 
natural Right to impoſe himſelf upon 
Chriſtians of another Denomination, by 
Virtue of a Commiſſion which the Diſ- 
ſenters have obliterated, would be Impoſi- 


tion with a Witneſs; and the beſt which 


can be ſaid of it is, that let ſuch Orders 
have been ever ſo valid among Diſſenters 
for the Time paſt, when thus effectually 
cancelled or ſet aſide by common Con- 
ſent, they in Fa& become null and void: 
For ſuppoſing a Miniſter be filenced or 
ejected, ſchiſmatically, it is notwith- 
ſtanding that a Depoſition to all Intents 


and Purpoſes, only there are ſome tem- 


poral Emoluments, of which, while the 
good Laws of England ſubſiſt, the Sin of 
| Schiſm 


| 


1 


Schiſm can never deprive him.---As an 
innocent Perſon, who is by falſe Witneſs, 
or upon violent Suſpicion, through a 
meer Miſtake of Circumſtances, con- 
demned to perpetual Impriſonment, Exile, 
or Death, bis Liberty or his Life may 
each of them be thus actually, though 
wrongfully forfeited, but not his Eſtate; 
(except in Caſes of Treaſon againſt his So- 
vereign) he ſuffers in common with Ma- 
lefators, and though alive is dead in Law, 
and nothing ſhort of freſh Orders can 
in either Cale operate to any Man's Relief, 
It will probably be objected, that barely 
to diſmiſi a Miniſter, is not properly to 
filence bim, to depaſe him from the Mi- 
piſtry, or cancel his Commiſſion; that a 
Servant may be uſcful in one Part of his 
Maſter's Vineyard, though unſerviceable 
in another--- True; but when ſuch an one 
is informed by credible Authority, that if 
he diſputes the Doctrine of abſolute Sub- 
miſſion, he is unfit for any diſſenting Place 
whatever, and will never get another 
where his Principles are known--- what is 
thie?---Why as much as to ſay, that if 
he chuſes to conceal his Sentiments, and 
pleaſes to baniſh himſelf into ſome diſ- 
tant 


625) 


tant and obſcure Part of the Kingdom, 
or put his Noſe into a little country Box 
of thirty or forty Pounds per Annum, 
perhaps their high Mightineſſes may con- 
nive at it, and not ſend any under- hand 
Meſſages or Letters (as hath been ſome- 
times the Caſe) to deprive him of a Main- 
tenance; but I thank you, quo' Gafer, 
that muſt be when I have no better Em- 
ployment, or as King James I. obſerved, 
when I grow purſy and fat, and want to 
be kept in Breath a little longer; at pre- 
ſent I muſt beg to be excuſed, and fo 
your humble Servant for that good Turn, 
Well, then Sir, the next general Step is--- 
if we can put any unfair Queſtions, no 
Matter what, and draw you into the Di- 
lemma of accuſing yourſelf, diſcovering 
what you would wiſh to conceal, or elſe 
affronting us by a flat Denial, or by mak - 
ing ſome neceſſary Evaſion: Perhaps we 
can make you into a Liar, and we ſhall 
take Care to found the Alarm, and repre- 
ſent you in ſuch Colours, as will infallibly 
do your Bulineſs among conſcientious Men. 
Lying, vir, is an extremely bad Habit, 
and the Portion of all Liars is you know 
where: Or ſhould this be imptacticable, 

D as 


| 
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as there is no Man who ſinneth not, we 
ſhall rake into every Word and Action for 
a Number of Years paſt, and as Pennies 
enough make Pounds, ſhall make Trifles 
light as Air prove Confirmations ſtrong as 
Proofs of holy Writ: A Thouſand petty 
Improprieties may amount to one good 
folid Fault, and then we ſhall jet Jack, 
and Tom, and Will, and Dick, to treat 
you as ſcurvily as ever the beardleſs Boys 
in Scetland treated King James I. we 
thall ſcorn to pull the Hat or bend the 
tom to ſuch a Teacher of Righteouſneſs, 
who has perverted the *lacramental Obla- 

tions 


* Iaving few Poor, the Collector had long applied 
Part ot the ſacramenral Offerings to neceſſary Repairs, 
tor the People had only contributed about fifteen Shil- 
ings in twenty Years to that Uſe, The Collector re- 
lizning, the Diſpoſal fell into the Miniſter's Hands, 
who applied them as uſual, and fairly made up his 
Accounts, and would have continued d to do, had 
the late Congregation continued to but more 
being now given, this diſhonourable ee of Per- 
verſion was brought againſt the M dich was 
in Fact owing to the People the o could 
not find in their Hearts to repair ess of the 
Lord's Houſe: And though the cultogmry Dues for 
Burial were peculiarly appropriated . Purpoſe, 
the Collector was never called to any oont at all. 
The Conſtable thought the Diſpoſal of the Tacramental 
Offerings belorged to him and the Overſeers of the 

Poor: 


; 
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tions to the ſame ignoble Uſe, vig. that 
of ſaving our Pockets, of which we et 
him the moſt unworthy Precedent, while 
we and our Friends, the /en{ib/e, rational 
Part of diſſenting Proteſtants, ſhall take 
no Notice, though he pleads that--- Ne» 
ceſſity bath no Law---and that cur Hearts 
go after our Covetouſneſs : To prevent this, 
"tis only ſetting the Saddle upon the other 
Horſe, retorting the Charge, and telling 
the Public---that a diſſenting Miniſter 
who, including the Funds, hath a Salary 
of about forty Pounds per Annum, or 
downwards, hath a Heart exerciſed with 
covetous Practices, and heapeth up Riches, 
though he knoweth not who {hall gather 
them, 

But not to treſpaſs upon your Patience, 
---It hath been a Cuſtom among Proteſ- 
tant Diſſenters, of the Preſbyterian Deno- 
mination, *till within theſe forty or fifty 

| D 2 Years, 


Poor: This the Miniſter refuſed, as thinking that to 
eaſe the Poor's Rate, and ſave the Pockets of the 
Townſmen, would be a greater Ververſion than the 
other, 

N. B. Among the Primitive Chriſtians, Offerings 
were employed to the Relief of the Poor, and ſometimes 
ro other Uſes of the Church, See King's Enquiry, 
Page 107, 


— 
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Vears, or thereabouts, (within which 
Time they have put down all Rule, and 
all Authority and Power, i. e. all good 
Government and Diſcipline) to bring their 
diſputable Caſes before a claſſical or pro- 
vincial Meeting of the Preſbytery, and 
both Sides ſubmit to the Determination, 
conſidered only as wholeſome Advice. A 
profound Reſpect was paid to theſe Deci- 
ſions, becauſe they were eſteemed to be 
the impartial Opinions of pious and learned 
Men, under the common Influence of the 
Spirit of Truth. Such a Procedure would 
indeed at preſent be dangerous, and is 
much better ſuppreſſed; for a diſſenting 
Miniſter now a Days, at leaſt in this Part 
of the Country, dares ſcarcely ſay that 
his Life is his own; and ſhould he utter 
a ſingle Sentiment in Favour of an in- 
jured Brother, would immediately be ſub- 
jected to ſhy Looks, and if he did not 
mend his Manners, their Frowns would 
be converted into violent and forcible 
Meaſures,---So likewiſe if a Member of 
any particular Church choſe to withdraw, 
and join another Society, he produced 
Reaſons, which, if approved, he was in 


an orderly Manner diſmiſſed by the reſt, 
under 
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under their Hands in Writing, who de- 
clared themſelves ſatisfied with his Mo- 
tives for ſo doing; and this was his Paſs- 
port for Admiſſion into any other Con- 
gregation, without which, or ſomething 
to the ſame Amount, he would not have 
been ordinarily received: But this is all 
over; the People are now become abſo- 
late Lords and Maſters, at leaſt in their 
own Opinions: They ſay to one Miniſter, 
come, and he cometh; to another, go, 
and he goeth; and to their Servants, do 
this, and they do it: They ſet you up and 
they caſt you down, and which of you dare 
ſay unto any of them, what doeſt thou, 
or why doeſt thou thus? In a ſtrenuous 
Defence of unreſtrained Liberty you have 
loſt your own, and may probably, one 
Time or other, be made to feel the ſe- 
vereſt Laſhes of deſpotic and arbitrary 
Power, You are ſo far from having the 
leaſt Authority, that you are not honoured 
with that cordial Reſpect due to the mi- 
niſterial Function and Character; and the 
moſt you can expect is that of Civility, 
where you are ſo fortunate as to act in 
Uniſon with Men's Paſſions and Preju- 

dices, 
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dices, for the fierce and fiery Spirits a- 
mong your People 


At every Trifle ſeem to take Offence, 
Which always ſhews great Pride, or little 
Senſe, 


In a Word, when Men diſcover ſuch 
malignant Spirits, ſuch quick and keen 
Reſentments, and execute their petty Ven- 
geance with relentleſs Force, we may 
be ſatisfied that ſuch Practices do not 
ſpring from the Principles of Chriſtianity, 
becauſe a good Tree cannot poſſibly bring 

forth ſuch corrupt Fruit, 
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OF A 
CAUSELESS DISMISSION, 


Sent by a Society of diſſenting Proteſtants 
at Dob-lane, near Mancheſter, 


Directed to the Rev. Dr. Roß INSOR. 


E whoſe Names are here under- 
written, together with our re- 

ſpective Families, being the Congregation 
of proteſtant Diſſentets who uſually meet 
at Dob-lane Chapel, in Failfworth, in the 
County of Lancaſter, do hereby acquaint 
you, that we ſhall continue to attend your 
public Services (as uſual) as officiating 
Miniſter there, until the firſt Day of May 
next, 1775, and no longer; and we do 
hereby requeſt and deſire you to look out 
for ſome other Place, as we ſhall from and 
after the ſaid Day of May, hold ourſelves 
enurely 


0 
On eee ee ee — 


4 


entirely diſengaged from any Engagement 


with you as our Miniſter, 


As Witneſs 


our Hands the 14th Day of December, 


1774. 


To the Rev. Dr. Robinſon. 


Lemuel Armitage 
Jobn Tioker 
Anthony Kenyon 
Philip Berry 
Ralph Strettell 
Mordecai Hayward 
John Wyatt, his 
y Mark ' 
Mrs. Hobſon, wy 
Xx Mark 
Jonn Wyatt, jun. 
his y Mark } 
Mary Hulm 
Thomas Adcroft 
Robert Gloſſop 
Betty Gloſſop 
John Hyde 
Thomas Taylor 
John Hobſon 
Peter Wylde | 
Elkanah Armitage 
Enoch Armitage 


Joſeph Holt 

John Wyide 

Thomas Goodyear 

James Ward 

John Hobſon, jun, 

John Goodyear 

Matthew Travis 

Samuel Hadfield 

Ralph Knows, his 

X Mark 

Joleph Wylde 

James Bercy, his 
Xx Mark | 


1 Robert Hall 


John Holland 
Ann Holland, her 
Xx Mark 8 
Oliver Ogden 
James Ogden 
John Bury, 
Xx Mark 
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As 


. 


As they found it impraQticable to diſ- 
miſs me, they ſigned the above Inſtru- 
ment to diſmiſs tbemſelves, thinking there- 
by to endamage my CharaQter and Pre- 
tenſions, preſuming that if I had not them 
to officiate to, I could not be the offici- 
ating Miniſter, and that the Annuity 


would of Courſe be forfeited; whereas 


the Teſtator's laſt Will and Teſtament 
does not oblige the Miniſter to officiate 
to them, which would be unreaſonable, 
becauſe no Miniſter can either force Men, 
or continue them in Exiſtence, to be his 
Auditors; it only requires him to be Mi- 
niſter at Dob-lane End, and at moſt to 
exerciſe the Duties of his Function to a 
diſſenting * Congregation in the Chapel: 
The Words in the Codicil run thus: 
Fifthly---** It is my Mind and Will, 
that ten Pounds each Year, for fourteen 
Years after my Deceaſe, be paid by my 
Executors to the Miniſter at Dob-lane 
End for the Time being, notwithſtanding 
any Thing that is ſaid in my Will to the 
contrary ; and for the future my great 
Nephew, Samuel! Goodyear, may act as 
he ſees fit and proper;” and the other Le- 
7 


gacy 


Three Perſons make a Congregation, Ubi Tres 
Eccleſia «ft, was the Opinion of Tertullian. 
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gacy or Annuity of two hundted Pounds, 
in the Body of the Will, is to the ſame 


Effect; upon which I wrote them the 
following Anſwer. 


To the DisssNrTERS in Fazl/worth and 
Townſhips adjacent, 


HIS ſerves to inform you, that if 
People have Power to quit their 

Seats, and withdraw their Subſcriptions 
at Pleaſure, the Miniſter hath likewiſe 
Power to officiate once a Day, once a 
Fortnight, or once a Month at his Op- 
tion, and may ſtill maintain the Charac- 
ter of officiating Miniſter, ---I have been 
in Poſſeſſion twenty Years, and intend to 
hold it (it Providence preſerves me) to 
Auguſt iſt, 1782, and as much longer as I 
ſhall then fee Cauſe.--If you offer to put any 
Man into my Pulpit without my Conſent, 
an Action will be immediately commenced 
againſt you, or you will be indicted for 
the ſaid Offence; and if you refuſe the 
Payment of the Money directed by Mr. 
Lingard's laſt Will and Teſtament,“ his 
Executors 


* The Perſon who hath the two hundred Pounds, 
ſcrupled to pay me the Intereſt, upon which 1 wrote 
to Cheſter, and was informed, that this Cauſe did not 
properly come under the Cogniſance of an eccleſiaſtical 
Court, but mult be determined in the Court of Chancery. 
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Executors will be called upon in the ec- 
cleſiaſtical Court, to ſhew Cauſe why the 
Money has not been properly veſted, Se- 
curity taken, and the Intereſt duly and 
punctually paid to R. RoBinson. 


Your cauſeleſs Diſmiſſion was ſigned by 
eighteen Subſcribers and eighteen 
according to the preſent Liſt, 


December 24th, 1774. [Cirusas, through Debt, 
Poverty, Dependence, & 

SUBSCRIBERS, Want of a Senſe of Duty. 

J. s. d. J. J. d. 

John Hobſon oO 7 0 John Hyde o Oo o 
Peter Wylde o 5 © | Thomas Taylor ooo 
Enock Armitage © 2 © | Elkanah Armitage © © © 
Joſeph Holt o 6 © | John Hobſon jun, o o © 
John Wylde o 2 6 | Matthew Travis o o o 
Thomas Goodyear © r 6 | John Holland o 00 
James Ward o 2 0 Ann Holland 000 
John Goodyear © 5 © | Lemuel Armitage o o © 
Oliver Ogden o 1 © | Ralph Strettell o Oo 0 
James Ogden o 3 © | John Wyatt 0 0 0 
John Tinker O 1 © John Wyatt jun. o o o 
Anthony Kenyon © 2 © Thomas Adcroitt o o © 
Philip Berry oO 1 © | Robert Gloſſop 0 0 © 
Mordecai Hayward o 2 0 Samuel Hadfield © o © 
Mrs. Hobſon © 1 © | Ralph Knows o 0 0 
Mary |Iulme o 1 © | Joſeph Wylde o Oo o 
Betty G loſſop o 2 © | James Berry 000 
Robert Hall © 30 John Berry o 0 0 
Total per Quarter 2 8 0 | Total o o o 
E 2 A 


* The only Perſon who afterwards paid up his Ar- 
rears, 
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A conſiderable Number of the above 
have Connexions with, and Dependencies 
upon the reſt: How far undue Influence 
may have prevailed, I pretend not to de- 
termine z but apprehend, if the Sub- 
ſcribers againſt me were reduced to their 
original, ſimple, unbiaſſed Number, they 
would be but few, 

P. S. As many of the Ciphers are 
deeply in my Debt, and I think myſelf a 
Sufferer through the late Collector's Neg- 
le, it appears as if they gave their Hands 
againſt me, with a View to wipe off old 
Scores,---I have been a greater Contribu- 
tor to the Support of the Goſpel in this 
Place, than all the Subſcribers put toge- 

ther, 


In the Year 1755, twenty Years ex- 
actly before this Period, I received a cauſe- 
leſs Diſmiſſion of the ſame Nature from a 
Society of diſſenting Proteſtants at Dukin- 
field, in Cheſhire; but I ſhould never 
have minded either this, or that, as think- 
ing them below Contempt, had not J 
found the Meaſure countenanced and en- 
couraged by thoſe who call themſelves ra- 


tional and ſenſible: It ſeemed a Meaſure 
ſo 


6 


ſo irrational and inſenfible to me, that 1 
began to think their other Meaſures might 
be as irrational and inſenſible as theſe, I 


am not the firſt by many, nor probably 


the laſt, who has been, and will be uſed 
in a ſcandalous Manner ; but, perhaps, I 
may be the firſt who has formed a Reſolu- 
tion to reſent ſuch Treatment in the Man- 
ner it deſerves, It is hard Meaſure, I 
own; but I never mind ſome temporal 
Ditadvantages, while I can eſcape, as Job 
ſays, with the Skin of my Teeth, I ac- 
knowledge, this low-lived, diſhonourable 
Work, was never agreeable to my Tem- 
per ; but I muſt either ſubmit to it, or 
quit my Profeſſion, the latter of which I 
ſhall, at a proper Opportunity, chearfully 
embrace, and expect to find much more 
Satisfaction than ever I experienced be- 
fore, if the future anſwers to the little 
Sample I have already taſted, I am not at 
all indebted to the Diſſenters, the Whole 
of what I have received in Education and 
Perquiſites will, I believe, ſcarcely bal- 
lance what I have laid out of my private 
Property in their Service ; ſo that what- 
ever my Circumſtances at preſent are, I 
owe them to the Bleſſing of God upon mine 


inde- 


POR — — — 
_ —— — — ——— —õ— ꝗk D. 
- _- 


(Y 


indefatigable Induſtry; otherwiſe, as 
Jacob laid to Laban, they had now ſent 
me away empty -I never received much 
above Twenty Pounds per Annum, at beſt 
Account, by Subſcription from this People, 
though often much leſs, which I am 
ready at any Time to aver, and challenge 
any one. of them to deny ; and, there- 
fore, have not enriched myſelf at their 
Expence. -The Sum of Six Guineas had 
been paid every other Year to my Prede- 
ceſſor, for aſſiſting in the Preparation- 
Service at Mancheſter ; I was made to be- 
lieve it would be continued to me his 
Succeſſor, but I only enjoyed it one Year, 
and was then diſmiſſed for preaching a 
Sermon egainſt Oppreſſion, which was af- 
terwards publiſhed ; though I had then a 
growing Family, and the Perſon to whom 
it was given had none, When he left the 
Place, I had it again one Year by Peti - 
tion; however, that Service being now 
extinct, as it has been for many Years, 
the Perquifite is of courſe dropped, and 
Diſputes are at an end. Such Ulage, from 


ſuch People, and in ſuch a Cauſe, merits 


my everlaſting Remembrance ; but I for- 


bear, and ſhall now preſent the Reader 
with 


— 
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with the Copy of a Letter which I ſent 
to the Gentlemen of different Funds, who 
had received Accounts to my Prejudice 
from the rational and ſenfible, though very 
unkind People, in and about Mancheſter, 


Dob-lane, June 3 and Fuly 25, 1775. 
SIR, 

A M informed by my Friends, that 

Accounts, injurious to my Reputa- 
tion, have been tranſmitted from Man- 
cheſter to the Managers of the Fund, oc- 
caſioned purely by the Folly of this So- 
ciety, in diſmiſſing themſelves from pub- 
lic Worſhip, without ſhewing the leaſt 
Cauſe why or wherefote, I ſhould be 
glad to know what Hand they ſay I have 
had in it, or wherein I have behaved 
amiſs ; and, if I ſhould put in an inſuffi- 
cient Anſwer, there will be ſufficient 
Cauſe why it ſhould not be admitted --= 
It was certainly very ungentecl and ill- 
natured, not to ſay iniquitous and unjuſt 
in them, to blacken my Character at a 
Time when the Half yearly (Or Annual) 
Payment was in one Senſe due, This I 
preſumed, with your Permiſſion, I had a 
Sort of Right to expect; however, if you 
| think 
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think it material to hear both Sides. of the 
Queſtion, I am at your Service.---All I 
can ſay at preſent is, as our Saviour ſaid, 
they hated me without a Cauſe---for 
which Reaſon I ſhall ſhortly publiſh the 
Doctrine of Abſolute Submiſſion Diſcuſ- 
ſed, &c, 
Rs Jem, SIR, 
Your very humble Servant, 
R. ROBINSON, 


N. B. To this I have as yet received no 
fatixfatory Anſwer ; and ſhail only add a 
few Extracts from the Conſtitution of the 
Primitive Church, to ſhew that the Con- 
duct of the preſent Race of Proteſtant Dit- 
ſenters, viz. thoſe who in modern Lan- 
guage paſs for the rational and ſenfible Part 
of them, is not only inconſiſtent with, 
but ſubverts the Practice of thoſe Chri- 
ſtians who lived immediately after Chriſt, 
in the diſtant Ages of remote Antiquity, 


“ Ordination is the Grant of a peculiar 
Commiſhon and Power, which remains 
indelible in the Perſon to whom it is 
committed, and can never be obliterated 


or raſed out, except the Perſon himſelf 
cauſe 
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cauſe it by his Hereſy, Apoſtacy, or moſt 
extremely groſs and ſcandalous Impiety,--= 
They ordained no Novices; that was the 
Practice of the Hereticks, whom Tertul- 
lian jeets and upbraids with ordaining 
raw and unexperienced Clerks,---Paſtors 
in thoſe Days, did not uſually arrive at 
that Dignity and Honour per ſaltum, but 
commonly began with the moſt inferior 
Office, and ſo gradually proceeded through 
the others, till they came to the ſupreme 
Office of all---They fir/t paſſed through all 
the eccleſiaſtical, Offices, gradually aſcending 
to that ſublime Dignity, The Church in 
thoſe happy Days, by ſuch a long Tryal 
and Experience, uſing ali poſſible Precau- 
tion and Exactneſs, that none but fit and 
qualified Men, ſhould be admitted into 
thoſe ſacred Functions and Orders, which 
were attended with ſo dreadful and tre- 
mendous a Charge, 

« Now the diſtinct and ſeparate Pow- 
ers of the faithful were, that, as they 
had Power to ele their Paſtors, fo, if 
theſe proved afterwards ſcandalous and 
groſly wicked in Life, or at leaſt hereti- 
cal in Doctrine, and Apoſtates from the 
Faith, they had Power to depoſe them, 

F and 
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and to chuſe others in their Rooms; but, 
however, though the People had ſuch a 
Power appertaining to them, yet, being 
ſubject to be guided by Gradrneſs, Envy, 
or Pride, where Churches were regularly 
aſſociated, and their Circumſtances per- 
mitted it, they did not, by Virtue of their 
Power alone, upon their own ſingle Judg- 
ment, depoſe their Paſtor; for as he was 
elected by the People over whom he was 
to pteſide, and by the neighbouring Paſ- 
tors, ſo was he depoſed by the ſame, the 
ſame Method . Fre te in the De- 
poſition of a Paſtor, as in his Election; 
and for every Fault Clergymen were not 


deprived of their Orders, but if once de- 


prived, they were never te- admitted to 
their eccleſiaſtical Dignity. 

„That which the primitive Chriſtians 
generally, and commonly termed SCHISM, 
was a Rebellion againſt, or an ungrounded 
and cauſcleſs Separation from their Paſtor, 
Now, becauſe I ſay, that a W Se- 
paration from their Paſtor was SchisM, 
it will be neceſſatry to know, how many 
Cauſes could juſtify the People's Deſertion 
of their Paſtor; which were theſe three; 
ct Hereſy, and Jmmorality: But, 


excepting 
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excepting theſe three Cauſes, it was 
Scn1sM in a Pariſh to leave their Miniſ- 
ter, or to ſet up another againſt him; for 
though they at firſt choſe him, yet, he 
being on their Choice approved and con- 
firmed by the neighbouring Paſtors, they 
could not depoſe him, without truly aſ- 
ſigning one of thoſe fore - mentioned 
Cauſes, Whoſoever, therefore, ſhould 
cauſeleſly deſert his Paſtor, and folicit o- 
thers /o fo do, was a true Schiſmatick, 
From theſe Quotations then, it is appa- 
rent, that the primitive Scbiſia reſpected 
only a particular Church, and conſiſted in 
a Perſon's Separation from Communion 
with his lawful Paſtor, without a jus and 
authentick Cauſe,” See an Enquiry into 
the Conſtitation, Diſcipline, &c. of the 
primitive Church, paſim, where theſe 
Sentiments are confirmed by Teſtimonies 
from the Fathers, 
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Have now done with the Pierce and 
Fiery, and ſhall conclude with a ſhort 
Addreſs to the mild and peaceable Part of 
F 2 diſſenting 
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diſſenting Proteſtants, whoſe Eſteem I am 
deſirous to retain, in whatever Station of 
Life divine Providence, for the future, 
may ſee proper to place me. 

You muſt be ſenſible by this Time, 
that a notorious and deteſtable Schiſin ſub- 
fiſts between me and my late People; and 
though it is commonly ſaid, when ſuch 
Differences ariſe, that both Parties are 
faulty, I take upon me to fay, it is not 


the Caſe here, and that I have given no 


ſufficient Cauſe for ſuch Behaviour as this, 
but it ariſes purely from the Pride, Envy, 
Grddineſs, Ambition, Il. nature, and 
Worldly-mindedneſs of the People with 
whom I have had the Unhappineſs to be 
connected, I am, however, fincerely 
thankful to Providence, which has per- 
mitted this Connexion to be diſſolved, as 
T have had for many Years ſo little Satiſ- 
faction or Encouragement in it! And, in- 
deed, when I conſider the undue Influence 
ned among ſome Diſſenters, I ceaſe to 
wonder at any ſuch Thing ; for, had it 
been in their Power, I ſhould have been 
in as bad a Plight as any of the Miniſters 
ejected by the Act of Uniformity in 1662. 
It is now experimentally ſeen, that Non- 


conformiſts (and, I am ſorry to ſay, too 
oreat 
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great a Number ſeem to countenance the 
Meaſure) can eject as well as Conformiſts, 
and, in my Opinion, - with much leſs 
Cauſe ; for it has-in this Caſe been ef- 
feed as far as it poſſibly could be, with- 
out any Cauſe at all: Nor can thoſe Diſ- 
ſenters who frown upon the Miniſter, in- 
ſtead of frowning upon the People, be 
cleared from the ſame Charge; and it is 
incumbent on all, who wiſh well to the 
diſſenting Intereſt, to enquire into, and 
teſtify by ſome. public Declaration, that 
they diſapprove the before-mentioned Pro- 
ceeding, otherwiſe their Silence will be 
conſtrued into Conſent, and their Refuſal 
into an Approbation of the Fact; and 
they will be told, that an Ejection by 
Nonconformiſts in 1775, is equal in 
Quality to that of 2000 in 1662,---A 
Grant from the Funds is ſuſpended ; I 
would willingly hope the Managers have 
been miſinformed, and have not ſuſpended 
it upon the ſame Principle on which my 
ſmall annual Salary, or Income, was with- 
drawn. Time, however, will diſcover 
the Motive ; but if Service be performed 
to a much better diſpoſed Congregation, it 
is not eaſy to ſee with the Eye of Reaſon 
why the Funds ſhould be diſcoatinued : 

For, 
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For, in my humble Opinion, any Mini- 
ſter who is thus obliged to defiſt, deſerves 
Encouragement, though he ſhould never of- 
ficiate more ; eſpecially when he has had 
no other Offer, but what has manifeſtly 
proceeded from Effrontery, and where the 
Remedy would have been worſe than the 
Diſcaſe.---I ſhould imagine the Funds 
were appropriated not only for the Aſſiſ- 
tance of indigent Miniſters, but alſo for 
the Benefit of neceſſitous Congregations z 
and though a Miniſter is poſſ fled of ſome- 
thing independent of his People, if he only 
receives a Trifle from them, or preaches 
the Goſpel gratis, I apprehend he hath as 
good a Right to public Exhibitions, as he 
who hath no private Property at all ; other- 
wiſe it will tollow, that Poverty is more 
encouraged in a diſſenting Miniſter, than 
Merit; that none are thought worthy of 
public Maintenance, unleſs they are of 
the mendicant Order, and that if any be- 
ſides ſuch preach the Goſpel, they muſt 
not live of the Goſpel, but off it. Ne- 
ceſſitous Miniſters without Doubt are great 
Objects of Charity, and ſhould be pro- 
perly attended to, and thoſe who have 
any Thing to ſpare, would do well to re- 


member their indigent Brethren ; but, = 
tne 
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the ſame Time, no ſufficient Reaſon can 
be given, why the uſual Exhibitions 
ſhould be withdrawn from any neceſſitous 
Society, purely becauſe their Miniſter 
happens to be in Circumſtances ſomething 


better than ſome of his Neighbours ; it 


certainly has a Tendency to prevent Men 
poſſ ſſed of any worldly Subſtance from 
entering the Miniſtry, when they ſee al- 
molt every Claim to Maintenance ſuper- 
ſeded, and a large implicit Demand made 
upon their private Property, for the Uſe 
of the Public.---It is likewiſe an equal 
Diicouragement to Induſtry, that after a 
Miniſter has, with commendable Fruga- 
lity, rendered his Citcumſtances in ſome 
Meaſure ealy, he muſt be obliged to give 
up Part of his Income, as a Sacrifice to the 
Indolence of thoſe, who have by their Miſ- 
conduct, brought themſelves into Diſtreſs, 
and, perhaps, diſgraced both their Cha» 
rafter and Office into the Bargain, 


An ejected Miniſter, if urjuttly depoſed, . 


hath as good a natural Right as thole who 
ſtill er joy among Diſfſcaters the public 
- Countenance and Support---and if Pulpit 
Doors are ſhut againſt him without Cauſe, 
he will have Time in his Solitudes to pre- 
Pare ſor a bettet World, as being but of 

little 


little Uſe, comparatively ſpeaking, in this. 
---The old Puritans ſeparated. from a 
Church with which they could conſcient:- 
ouſly join; and ſurely a diſſenting Miniſter, 
in a lay Capacity, may ſeparate from thoſe 
ſchiſmatical Societies, where he cannot 
conſcientiouſly do it; nor will he ever be 
perſuaded or prevailed upon, through any 
Sophiſtry whatever (for Arguments there 
are none) to injure his Family, by fooliſhly 
giving up what is in his Power to retain, 
after they have deprived him of all which 
was in their Power to withold: I believe 
few, if any of his Adviſers, would do fo, 
without an Equivalent in Lieu of it, 


Some are prejudiced, upon a Report that 
he intends miniſterial Conformity; while 


others joyfully wait the Event--- The for- 
mer are not worthy of a Reply; but in 
Anſwer to the latter, if he was fo diſpoſed, 
and could conſcientiouſly do it, without 
which he would never do it at all, there 
ſtill remains an Obſtacle almoſt, it not al- 
together inſurmountable ; And, therefore, 
he adviſes the Ringleaders of this ſchiſma- 
tical Procedure, never to flatter themlelves 
with vain Hopes, of twice in an Age, 
wearing dead Men's Shoes. 
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